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Mayor's Corner 

Happy New Year Everyone!  I hope everyone enjoyed this Christmas season.  It 
is always a busy time for my family and I and we wish you all the very best in 
2019.  I feel it is always important to discuss where we have been and what we 
have accomplished as we head into the new year. With that in mind, I am happy 
to discuss the following accomplishments. 

At the Mike Karbonik Arena we installed new washrooms, showers, exterior clad-
ding and an ice condenser for the ice plant.  This concludes many upgrades to 
the arena in the past 2 years.  The Library received a new front vestibule, which 
makes the library warmer, the doors are handicap accessible and adds great curb 
appeal to the Town.  On 50

th
 Avenue and 52

nd
 street, the Town added crosswalk 

lights so that our children have safe passage across the highway.  In 2019 we will 
be installing another set of crosswalk lights at 50

th
 Avenue and Westview Drive. 

New curbs, sidewalks and pavement were replaced on Parkview Crescent with 
the work being completed in 2019.  We celebrated the opening of the new Calmar 
Medical Clinic Building and Leduc County's new Emergency Services Building.   

With all the projects that we have completed and the ones that are on the books 
to begin, we need to talk taxes, as of course, that is how we pay for all our up-
grades and services.  I have heard far too often that taxes are too high in Calmar 
and people want to know what we receive for our taxes.  In the last 8 years, taxes 
have increased by an average of 1.5 percent per year.  With these increases re-
member that inflation has also increased at the same time by 1.5 to 2.5 percent 
per year, which means we are only raising taxes to cover the inflation rate in-
creases! 

For information, I have collected the 2018 tax rate of seven communities in the 
Capital Region area that are close in population size to Calmar for comparison: 

Mill Rate Taxes on a $300,000 Home 

Thorsby    14.9643  $4,489.29  
Lamont    13.0400  $3,912.00 
Bon Accord  12.4680  $3,740.39 
Calmar     12.0623  $3,618.69 
Bruderheim  11.9267  $3,578.01 
Redwater    11.2278  $3,368.34 
Millet     10.2481  $3,074.43 
 

As you can see, the Town of Calmar is not the highest nor the lowest community 
for taxes.  Something to remember when comparing towns’ taxes is that not all 
communities provide the same services as Calmar for the tax dollars received.  
One example is the Town of Millet does not provide snow removal in the winter 
time.  They only plow the snow to the side of the street, whereas Calmar plows 
the streets and removes all snow. 



Some of the services that you receive from your tax dollars is as follows; 

Arena, Parks and Recreation, Spray Park, Library, Community Cultural Centre, Com-
munities in Blooms, Community & Family Programs, Family & Community Support 
Services, Community Policing, Fire Response & Prevention, Emergency & Disaster 
Recovery, Road & Sidewalk Maintenance, Street Sweeping & Snow Removal, Water 
& Sewer Services, Street Lights and Economic Development & Promotion.  

All the people that are elected to Town Council are tax payers as well.  When taxes 
are increased we are also increasing our own property taxes.  We do not like to pay 
more taxes either, however as inflation goes up so does the need to increase taxes.   

There are 2 main ways to keep taxes lower.  We need to increase the number of resi-
dents and businesses in town or reduce services.  Most tax payers would probably not 
be in favor of decreased services. Therefore, we need to find ways to increase our 
population, whether residentially or with business.  I always ask myself how we can do 
this with all the negativity and complaints residents in our community partake in; run-
ning the town down drives new people and business away!  Why would anyone want 
to come home to Calmar?  We all need to show that our community is a warm and in-
viting place to call home and setup a business.  Negativity does not achieve this goal.  
People need to know that our Town of Calmar has enormous potential and is a fantas-
tic place to live!  Spread the word of all the wonderful things our Town has to offer and 
leave the negativity alone.  Don’t participate in gossip and non-factual information!  
Ask questions of myself and Council.  Just because you hear something on social me-
dia, in the coffee shop or in a business in Calmar does not make it true.  Until infor-
mation is confirmed by the Town or Council, it is merely hearsay!                

As always, please contact me or anyone on Council if you have any questions. We like 
to hear from the residents and we want to answer your questions.  We want our tax 
payers and community to be engaged with the things that go on in our Town.  We 
want you to get involved and interested!  We want to see you attend Council meetings 
on the first and third Mondays of the month and between 6:30 and 7:00 p.m. you can 
address all of Council and/or just have a chat before the regular council meeting be-
gins.  This promotes camaraderie with Council and Administration to make a person 
feel more comfortable to become involved.  You can reach me anytime at (780) 722-
4147 or via email at wyachimetz@calmar.ca.   

From my family to yours, we wish everyone a Happy New Year and all the Best in 
2019!  

LET’S MAKE CALMAR THE BEST CALMAR THAT IT CAN BE!!!! 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Mayor Wally Yachimetz                      

mailto:wyachimetz@calmar.ca
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January 2019 

Please note, we recognize and 

respect that there are addi-

tional awareness dates, but 

for this Edition, we only 

highlighted a select few. 

Thank you. 

 Sydney, Australia is the first major city in the world to ring in the new year 

 Hogmanay is the Scottish word for the last day of the year 

 Costa Rica has several traditions including eating 12 grapes to represent 12 

wishes for the new year and running across the street with luggage to bring 

new trips and adventures for the new year (please don’t judge if you see me 

doing this lol) 

 In Mexico they have a tradition of making a list of all the bad or unhappy events 

over the past 12 months, just before midnight the list is thrown in the fire, sym-

bolizing the removal of negative energy from the new year 

 In the Philippines many opt to wear new, bright, or colourful clothes 

with circular patterns, such as polka dots, or display sweets and twelve 

round fruits as the centrepiece, in the belief that circles attract money 

and fortune and that candies represent a sweeter year ahead 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polka_dot


Finance Department Fourth Quarter Report 

The Departments have finished the preparation of their 2019 Capital and 2019 – 2021 Operating    

Budgets. The first draft of each should be presented to Town Council for consideration early in the New 

Year. Watch the Town’s website for the dates of the Council Committee meetings to address the     

budgets. 

We are starting to prepare the necessary documentation for the annual audit to be conducted by MNP, 

LLP. Just a reminder that there is a 12% penalty levied, on January 1
st
, 2019, on all property taxes     

outstanding after December 31
st
, 2018. 

We hope you have a safe, joyful Christmas and a very happy New Year. 

 

Mike Storey 

Director of Finance 

Good Day Calmar…. 
 

Time for another update as to the on goings in the Town of Calmar. The weather has created poor walking conditions for all. 
Please remember you have 48 hours to clear your sidewalk of snow and ice after it falls. All our walks are very short in front 
of the homes so it only takes a short period of time to clear them. I’m stuck with the same snow shoveling as the rest, but I 
don’t want any law suits brought against me so shovel I must. If the sidewalks are icy it’s logical to assume so are the roads. 
We all know there will be motor vehicle deaths over the holiday season. Please don’t be one of them. 
 
On a better note, the kids are talking to me at the school about how excited they are for the Christmas season. One told me 
he doesn’t believe in Santa Claus. I told him he’s crazy!!! I said he’s missing out on more presents!! If he lets his mom and 
dad know he feels Santa is not real, he will only get presents from them, but if he still believes in Santa, then he gets pre-
sents from Santa and his parents!! He saw the strategy and quickly stated he believes in Santa. 
 
Have a safe Holiday Season, 
 
Officer LEGGIO 

Hello to the Town of Calmar, 

Well where has the year gone, as we ring in the New Year.  On that note comes some friendly reminders.  Please remember 

to have your dog on a leash at all times.  In the last couple of months we have had many complaints in regards to animals 

running at large and unfortunately, some of these complaints led to dog bites, including an attack on our own Officer Leggio.  

You as a responsible pet owner have an obligation to make sure this bylaw is being followed, so please do so for the safety 

of others as well as your animal. 

With that being said, please have a safe and hoppy holiday! 

See you all in the New Year! 

Officer Eshpeter 



Public Works/Development Ramblings 

 

Well 2018 is coming to an end and I can’t really say it was an easy year to get things completed.   

From rain to snow to scheduling etc. it just seemed to be a struggle to get work completed. However 

we did get some Capital projects completed: the new cladding and insulation on the Mike Karbonik 

Arena; wheelchair accessible washrooms in the dressing rooms; the installation of the new conden-

ser for the ice plant; the vestibule and wheelchair accessible entrance to the library; and of course 

the dreaded Parkview Crescent rehab which is half completed. The Parkview Crescent rehab was 

the real stickler this year, with a late start, poor weather conditions, scheduling of crews, staging of 

project to maintain access, it was all a challenge. With all the setbacks we did manage to get half 

completed and look forward to completing the project in 2019. We also had a new play structure in-

stalled in an all new location at the ball diamonds.  This was well received by residents living on the 

south side of Highway 39 and we look forward to more improvements to the area. The winter has 

been forgiving other than the snowfall which came on the weekend of Dec 1st & 2nd,  This proved to 

be quite a dump and after all was said and done there were approximately 298 loads of snow re-

moved to our dump site as we put on approximately 2100Km between the 3 trucks, from town to 

dump site and back, over a period of 5 days.  Quite remarkable really. Some projects which did not 

get completed is the lining of the sanitary line under Highway 39 from 47 street to 50 street, as well 

as the walkway adjacent to Highway 39 from Peace Park to 51 street.  This is carried over to next 

year’s budget. The completion of the new Leduc County Fire Station is a welcome addition to the 

Town of Calmar as well.  It too is a very impressive building.  

The Development end of things was quite slow in 2019 with no new subdivision development, other 

than 22 more lots being added to Southbridge. There was some residential development throughout 

Town with multi-family sites becoming very popular. The Development Department is working close-

ly with Leduc County to create the Intermunicipal Development Plan as well as the Inter Collabora-

tive Framework, both new requirements of The Municipal Government Act. The Town is also work-

ing to update our own Municipal Development Plan, as well as our Procedures and Design Stand-

ards for Development Document. The Land Use Bylaw was updated as well, however with the legal-

ization of marijuana there will be many amendments required to allow for sales as well as manufac-

turing of the product.  

Well that’s about all I have for today.  I would like to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas, and all 

the best in the New Year. 

Ed Melesko 

Director of Operations/Land Development 



The Calmar and District Senior Citizens Club would like to welcome everyone to come and try us 

on for size! Make new friends or meet up with old acquaintances.  

If  you  like to visit  or dance come and check out the Music Jammers. A light lunch (rumoured to 

be one of  the best  in the county) and a great  afternoon of music. The musicians even take requests! 

Come out, meet new friends and have an afternoon of fun.  

Birthdays are another opportunity to meet new people as well as old friends, and usually there is a 

cake or two that is always delicious. 

We hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and wish everyone a safe and prosperous 2019. 

Activities to look forward to at the Calmar and District Senior Citizen’s club       

location are as follows: 

Birthdays are now held quarterly at the General Meetings, a birthday cake 

will be provided but if your birthday falls in the three month period covered 

by the quarter, feel free to bring a treat for everyone to share.   

Music Jammers: January 22, 2019, at 1:00 p.m.  Light lunch served.  $7 fee 

collected at the door. 

Advance Notice: 

Annual General Meeting:  February 20, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.  Please consider putting your name in for 

an Executive Board position.  Elections will be held at the end of the AGM.  Light lunch to be 

served after the elections. 

Quarterly General Meeting: March 13, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.  (Birthdays will be celebrated after the 

meeting) 

Hall rental cost for meetings up to 4 hrs is $100 and for more than 4 hours is  $200 plus equal 

amount for deposits.  Please contact Marg /Ed at 780-985-3221. 



















VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX PROGRAM 

 BEGINNING MARCH  5, 2019 

HELP IS AVAILABLE FOR FREE  

FOR SENIORS, STUDENTS, OR RESIDENTS  

WITH LOW INCOME  

TAX RETURNS DONE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  

FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

FCSS COORDINATOR YVONNE @ 780-985-3191 

EMAIL:  ypearson@calmar.ca  

 

2018 Calmar & District Christmas Elves Door to Door Food Drive 

Once again the Calmar and District volunteers and the Calmar Volunteer Fire Fighters 
did a tremendous job .  Even though the snow was deep, 35 Volunteers participated in 
the Calmar Christmas Elves Annual Door to Door Food and Gift Drive. They happily  

    trudged through all that snow, with smiles on their faces.   

                       

 

Thank you to the Calmar Volunteer Fire Fighters for heading the food drive, your support and 

                      kindness is appreciated.  You are all our community heroes. 

 

Calmar Family & Community Support Services  

Program Information 

Canada Revenue Volunteer Income Tax Program  Available from March 5—April 30, 2019    

Darlene Behiel, Tracey Gordon  & Yvonne Pearson Sincerely, The Calmar Christmas Elves Team                          



The winners for the Calmar Christmas Lights 

are: 
 

First place ($ 100.00 Gift Card) - #2 Parkview Crescent  

 

Second place ($75.00 Gift Card) - #55 Spruceview Crescent  

 

Third place ($50.00 Gift Card) - #11 Parkview Crescent  



 

Different types of snowfalls require different methods of removal and determine the priority areas. On a typical snowfall as 

we saw at the beginning of December, lots of snow and no wind, drifting was not an issue therefore we would follow our 

snow removal policy. The grader will start on streets which can be winged off (snow not needing to be picked up), outside 

streets, etc., the loader will be used for intersections where cars need to stop and start, parking lots, etc.   The skid steer 

and smaller equipment is used to clear walking paths, sidewalks etc.  This allows businesses time to clear their sidewalks 

by pushing snow into the parking lane along the commercial areas. Crews typically start clearing the 50Ave (Hwy 39) at 

approximately 2:00 am – 3:00 am, this is done for safety reasons, as traffic is minimal, as well the parking lanes are clear. 

Once the Hwy is done we clear 50st (795) from 50 Ave to 47 Ave. Snow South of 47 Ave is winged off. Although Alberta 

Transportation plows the driving lane on these two streets the Town is responsible for removing the snow from parking 

lanes. When Hwy 39 and Sec. Hwy. 795 are clear, the next priority areas are schools and seniors living accommodations 

to ensure emergency vehicle access. From here we move to residential areas.  Signs are placed out the night before snow 

removal in a given area so that vehicles can be moved off the street.  Vehicles that remain on snow routes may be towed 

at the owners’ expense.  As indicated sometimes this priority list must change, if strong winds accompany snow storms 

crews may be focused on external routes where drifting occurs.  

We thank you for your patience as clearing the entire Town takes 

approximately 5 days depending on conditions. 



Come Join Us  

Sunday Mornings!  

a Beth Moore Bible Study 



4901 - 50 Avenue 

PO Box 750 

Calmar AB  T0C 0V0 

Phone: 780.985.3604 ext. 232 

Fax: 780.985.3039 

Email: hbryans@calmar.ca 

OPTIONS: 

$100.00 Full Page   $75.00 Half Page 

$50.00 Quarter Page $25.00 Business Card 

COMMUNITY GROUPS ARE FREE! 

Please contact the Town office with any inquiries. When requesting 

an ad please send in exactly what you’d like to have advertised. All 

ads must be paid for at the time of submission. Calmar Com-

munity groups are free. A full list can be found on our website: 

www.calmar.ca/newsletter/ 

Please note that even though there is a new 

business publishing their own newspaper in 

Calmar, this does not affect the Calmar 

Chronicle. The Town of Calmar will still con-

tinue to send out our newsletter as normal. 

Starting a Home Based Business? 

Did you know that you may require a Development Permit and possibly 

other approvals if you are going to change the existing use of your build-

ing? 

Also, if you are operating a Home Based Business you are required to 

obtain Development Permit approval and Business License approval. 

Please contact Ruth Sider, Development Officer, at rsider@calmar.ca or 

780-985-3604 ext 233. 

Never Forget To Pay Your Utility Bill Again! 

The Town offers the option for your utility payments to be automatically 

withdrawn.  

You will still receive your regular bill in the mail, stating “Do Not Pay”. Your 

amount due will automatically be withdrawn on the 6th of each billing 

month (every two months). 

This will help ensure your accounts are always in good standing with no 

penalties or transfers to Tax accounts. 

If you are interested or have more questions, please contact Darlene @ 

780-985-3604 ext. 222 or dparchoma@calmar.ca. 

The coldest     

temperature ever 

recorded in     

Canada was –63C 

in Snag, Yukon!  

The coldest ever 

in Alberta was      

–61C!! 

http://www.calmar.ca/newsletter/
mailto:dparchoma@calmar.ca?subject=Auto%20Withdrawal

